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Job Title 



Call-to-Action

Every Child Deserves a Champion!



Program 
Background
EMS for Children (EMSC), is a 
federally funded grant program 
housed within the Utah 
Department of Health & Human 
Services, Office of EMS and 
Preparedness.

It is designed to ensure that all 
children and adolescents, no 
matter where they live, attend 
school, or travel, receive 
appropriate care in a health 
emergency. 



EMSC Staff

EMSC Program Manager 
Jared Wright

Family Representative 
Jeff Wilson

Lead Course Coordinator   Nurse Clinical Consultant Medical Director 

Erik Andersen Tia Dickson Sarah Becker



❖In 2007 The IOM report "Emergency Care for 
Children: Growing Pains" recommends that EMS 
agencies and emergency departments (EDs) appoint a 
Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator (PECC) to 
advocate and provide pediatric leadership for the 
organization.

❖In 2018 having a PECC in every hospital and EMS 
agency in Utah became an EMSC Performance 
Measure 

❖In 2022 the ACS Committee on Trauma encourages 
the implementation of a PECC role in all hospitals 



The Data

Had higher compliance with 
national guidelines of care

Were better prepared for kids in 
disasters

Had better pediatric outcomes

PECC

They first trialed the PECC role in 9 states and started with hospitals… In a 
survey done in 2013 they found that hospitals with a PECC …



The Research
In the resource document, Coordination of Pediatric Emergency Care in 
EMS Systems, Remick et al. point out that emergency departments that have a 
nurse or physician PECC have a higher rate of compliance with national 
guidelines for the care of children than those that do not. 

It is expected that EMS agencies who have a PECC would have similar results.



This role is also a part of the nation wide movement to become Peds Ready. 

“The best way to prepare for the new pediatric standards is to identify a team member who can serve as a pediatric 
emergency care coordinator or PECC,” says Remick. “Research shows that having a PECC improves pediatric readiness 
scores by 16 points, and having a high pediatric readiness score is associated with as much as a four-fold lower rate of 
mortality in children.” – ACS Committee on Trauma



Job 
Description

A PECC is an individual(s) who is responsible for 
coordinating pediatric specific activities within 
their agency or hospital. 

▪ A PECC is officially designated by their 
organizations’ leadership
▪ EMS Agency PECCs are appointed as the agency representative 

in Imagetrend.

▪ Hospital PECCs are registered as the hospital representative 
with the Utah Pediatric Telehealth Network and with the Utah 
EMSC program.

▪ Individual(s) who coordinates pediatric emergency 
care need not be dedicated solely to this role; it 
can be an individual(s) already in place who 
assumes this role as part of their existing duties. 

▪ The Goal:
◦ EMS

◦ Ideal: One agency has one (or more) PECCs

◦ Acceptable: Multiple agencies in the same region share one 
(or more) PECCs

◦ Hospitals

◦ Ideal: One hospital has both an RN and MD PECC

◦ Acceptable: One hospital has one (or more) PECCs 



Job Qualifications

Simply have 
some passion 

around 
improving 

pediatric care 
within your 
organization

Be officially 
designated by 

your leadership

Willing to 
maintain 
updated 
contact 

information 
with program 

leaders  

Note:

Having some 
“expertise” in 

pediatric care is 
always great, it 
is not an initial 

requirement for 
this role. 

We will provide resources that will enable you to gain the required expertise.



Benefits of the 
Position
▪ The development of you own pediatric 
expertise 

▪ You will get priority training and resources 
from EMSC

▪ There will be swag, bragging rights and 
covered workshops

▪ You will make a difference that could save a 
child



You Got the Job! 

Now What?



Job Responsibilities (suggestions) 
Champions for the availability of pediatric medications, equipment, supplies

Promotes pediatric education

Ensures compliance with peds guidelines/protocols and QI

Hospital PECCs integrate with the Utah Pediatric Trauma Network (UPTN) and the 
Pediatric Pandemic Network

Works closely with EMSC on all things pediatric

Facilitates pediatric simulations and hands-on skills assessment

Promotes pediatric injury prevention and community outreach

Collaborates with other ER and EMS PECCs



Isabel Shimanski
Mountain West Ambulance

Since becoming a PECC

▪ Established bi-monthly pediatric specific training

▪ Identified the importance of appropriate pediatric 
equipment

▪ Is a strong advocate for Handtevy implementation

▪ She worked with the EMSC Medical Director to write a 
protocol for hypothermic pediatric patients in cardiac 
arrest 

▪ She participates in her agency’s CQI process conducting 
case review on pediatric patients and presenting data to 
the agency Medical Director, Director, and Training Officer

Here’s an example



Where to 
begin…
▪ Do small things, set SMART goals
• S - Specific
• M - Measurable
• A - Achievable
• R - Realistic
• T – Anchored within a Time 

frame

▪ Do what you are already do … Assess
• Find your pediatric gaps in training, 

equipment or in general. 
• Define barriers and buy-ins



Share Resources

Don’t re-invent the wheel EMSC and others have resources to share



PECC Resources 2023 



Our Lead Course Coordinator  

Erik Andersen
eandersen@Utah.gov
801-597-7098

Can bring Pediatric Education for Prehospital 
Professionals (PEPP) classes to your EMS agency

mailto:eandersen@Utah.gov


Our Nurse Clinical Consultant  

Tia Dickson
tdickson@Utah.gov
801-707-3763

Can link hospitals and EMS agencies to Primary 
Children’s Hospital resources to fill pediatric 
education needs and she provides direct patient 
follow up and case reviews 

mailto:eandersen@Utah.gov


EMSC 
Connects 
Newsletter

It’s free, it’s digital, it’s 
monthly

It’s one main way we 
communicate with you!

Get on our mailing list
• Google “Utah EMSC 

Connects”

• Find any issue

• Search for and click the 
Pac-Man ghost



This is a monthly lecture series.

Presenters are PCH MDs and 
experts talking directly to 
prehospital and rural providers.

2nd Monday of the month

Good for 1 free CME for EMS

(access both live and on archive)

https://intermountainhealthcare.org/primary-childrens/classes-events/petos

https://intermountainhealthcare.org/primary-childrens/classes-events/petos


We partner 
with others 
on shared 

goals



Current Events Email
The PECC role is integrated in hospitals with both the Utah Pediatric Trauma 
Network (UPTN) and the new National Pediatric Pandemic Network (PPN). 

Those groups will send a frequent email to registered PECCs keeping you up 
to date on current pediatric trends, issues, and events

This email is sent from… 

Annette Newman MS, RN, CCRN
Disaster Preparedness Consultant, Utah Hospital Association

annettenewman2020@gmail.com

Be sure she is added to your “safe contacts”

mailto:annettenewman2020@gmail.com


Get Direct Follow Up on Primary 
Children’s Patients 

PDF posters with this contact information can be found attached to the 
newsletter, post them around your organization 





EIIC and the Other 49 States

https://emscimprovement.center/

EMSC is not just a Utah thing, this is a national organization and each state is 
under the same mandate to develop a PECC role within all EMS agencies and in 
every hospital across the nation. 

Our national level EMSC has incredible resources for you as well, book mark 
the site below.

https://emscimprovement.center/


EIIC Resources
Pediatric Education and 

Advocacy (PEAK) Kits
EIIC Toolkits Pediatric Training Videos

and Webinars

Current PEAK Options
Status Epilepticus
Suicide
Pain
Agitation

https://emscimprovement.center/ed
ucation-and-resources/peak/

• All-terrain Vehicle Safety 
• Coalition Building
• Critical Crossroads: Pediatric 

Mental Health Care in the ED
• Cultural Competency
• Emergency Department Pediatric 

Performance Measures
• Facility Categorization
• Informed Consent
• Interfacility Transfer
• Parent- and Family-Centered Care
• Pediatric Disaster Preparedness 
• Pediatric Readiness
• Prehospital Education
• Prehospital Pediatric Readiness 
• Translational Research

https://emscimprovement.center/ed
ucation-and-resources/toolkits/

https://emscimprovement.center/ed
ucation-and-resources/

https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/peak/
https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/peak/
https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/toolkits/
https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/toolkits/
https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/
https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/


Project Suggestions - 2023 

Define the PECC role  
within your agency or 
hospital

1

Work out sustainability 
for the role

2

Ensure communication 
between yourself and 
EMSC/UPTN/PPN. We 
encourage information 
exchange in both 
directions

3

Assess your organization 
for pediatric gaps, come 
to know what you need

4



Reach Out/Network
We also encourage you to reach out to other PECCs, especially those 
working in organizations close to yours. 



EMS PECC Roster (Agencies A-P) 3/2023



EMS PECC Roster (Agencies P-W) 3/2023



Hospital PECC Roster (3/2023)
RNS

Coalition Region Trauma Level PECC RN

Northern Region

Bear River Valley Hospital IV Sam Yates

Brigham City Community IV Chelsie Clayburn

Cache Valley Specialty IV Jennifer Cullumber

Davis Hospital and MC III Jennifer Ward

Lakeview Hospital III Kim Hegeman

Layton Hospital III Courtney Holman

Logan Regional Hospital III Jack Pugsley (covering interim)

McKay-Dee Hospital II Irma Hinkle

Ogden Regional MC II

SST Region

Alta View Hospital IV Michelle Franks

Intermountain Medical Center I Brianna Garcia

Jordan Valley MC III Jennifer Ward

Jordan Valley West MC III

LDS Hospital ND Tiffany Miles

Lone Peak Hospital ND

Mountain West MC IV

Park City Hospital IV Kylie Kalma

Primary Children's Hospital PED I Tia Dickson

PED I Rhonda Carter

Riverton Hospital IV Carissa Hoffman

Salt Lake Regional MC ND

St. Mark's Hospital II Brittni Clark

University of Utah Hospital I Janet Cortez

Veterans Affairs MC ND

Uintah Basin Region

Ashley Regional MC IV

Uintah Basin MC IV Angela Gordon

Utah/Wasatch Region

American Fork Hospital IV Morgan Zdunich

Heber Valley Hospital IV Justine Bonner

Mountain Point MC 111 Maranda Davis

Mountain View Hospital IV Karena Fisher

Orem Community Hospital ND Kym Heslington

Spanish Fork Hospital * Amanda Porter

Timpanogos Regional Hospital IV Ashley Barney

Utah Valley Hospital II Shannon Smith

Central Region

Central Valley MC ND Katy Osborne

Delta Community Hospital IV Annie Crafts

Fillmore Community Hospital IV Andrea Stephenson

Taylor Copper

Gunnison Valley Hospital ND

Sanpete Valley Hospital IV Cheryl Nielson

Seiver Valley Hospital ND Ellen Conover

Southwest Region

Beaver Valley Hospital ND

Cedar City Hospital IV Kimm Wilde

St George Regional Hospital II Janeen Avant

Garfield Memorial Hospital ND Kara Owens

Tierney Richards

Kane County Hospital ND

Milford Valley Hospital ND

Southeast Region

Blue Mountain Hospital ND

Moab Regional Hospital IV

San Juan Hospital ND

Castleview Hospital ND

mailto:janet.cortez@hsc.utah.edu


Hospital PECC 
Roster (3/2023)
MDs



Every Child Deserves a Champion



Thank YOU for stepping up!

Jared Wright PM – EMSC Program Manager 

Jaredwright@utah.gov

Erik Andersen PM – Lead Course Coordinator

Eandersen@utah.gov

Tia Dickson RN, BSN – EMSC Nurse Clinical 
Consultant

Tdickson@utah.gov

mailto:Markherrera@utah.gov
mailto:eandersen@utah.gov
mailto:Tdickson@utah.gov
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